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Standards 
framework for thinking 
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[The PREMIS 
documentation has an] 
emphasis on the need to 
know rather than the need 
to record or represent in 
any particular way. 
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Digital preservation is the series of 
management policies and activities 
necessary to ensure the enduring 
usability, authenticity, 
discoverability and accessibility of 
content over the very long term.  
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Experience 



1. Content model 

2. Metadata elements 

3. Registries 
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Descriptive Metadata 

Technical Metadata 

Events Metadata 



PMD 



PMD 
a thing of  beauty 
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1.1 objectIdentifier  
1.2 objectCategory  
1.3 preservationLevel  
1.4 significantProperties   
1.5 objectCharacteristics  
1.6 originalName 
1.7 storage  
1.8 environment  
1.9 signatureInformation  
1.10 relationship  
1.11 linkingEventIdentifier  
1.12 linkingIntellectualEntityIdentifier  
1.13 linkingRightsStatementIdentifier  

Semantic Units 
for Objects 
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2.1 eventIdentifier  
2.2 eventType  
2.3 eventDateTime 
2.4 eventDetail 
2.5 eventOutcomeInformation 
2.6 linkingAgentIdentifier  
2.7 linkingObjectIdentifier 

Semantic Units 
for Events 



Processing Records 

Event Sets 

Events 









Some Portico Events 

Edit Descriptive Metadata 
Check Descriptive Metadata 
Generate Descriptive Metadata 
Ingest Into Archive 
Create File 
Generate Technical Metadata 
Set Preservation Level 
Generate Fixity 
 



Timestamp 
Rationale 
InputList 
ArgList 
Output 
ToolWrapper 
Tool Component List 
Outcome 
OutcomeDetailList 

Portico Event 
Elements 
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3.1 agentIdentifier  
3.2 agentName 
3.3 agentType 
3.4 agentNote 
3.5 agentExtension 
3.6 linkingEventIdentifier 
3.7 linkingRightsStatementIdentifier 

Semantic Units 
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4.1 rightsStatement 
4.1.1 rightsStatementIdentifier  
4.1.2 rightsBasis  
4.1.3 copyrightInformation 
4.1.4 licenseInformation 
4.1.5 statuteInformation 
4.1.6 otherRightsInformation  
4.1.7 rightsGranted 
4.1.8 linkingObjectIdentifier 
4.1.9 linkingAgentIdentifier 

4.2  rightsExtension 

Semantic Units 
for Rights 
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For Portico 
For the moment 
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THANK YOU. 
 

Amy Kirchhoff 
amy.kirchhoff@ithaka.org 
 

http://www.portico.org 
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